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3 From Jason Fink’s Desk - President/CEO of the Chamber

President/CEO........................................................................Jason Fink
570-320-4213 - jfink@williamsport.org
Vice President & Chief Financial Officer......................Bo Hornberger
570-320-4206 - bhornberger@williamsport.org
VP of Operations, Marketing, Communications.....Mark Stankiewicz
570-320-4202 - mstankiewicz@williamsport.org
Tourism & Group Tour Director.......................................Gina Edwards
570-320-4208 -gedwards@williamsport.org

Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce Staff
Main Office - 570-326-1971

Accounting Clerk/Executive Assistant........................Cindy Robbins
570-320-4201 - crobbins@williamsport.org
Membership Director........................................................Taryn Hartle
570-320-4209 - thartle@williamsport.org
Leadership Lycoming/Special Events..........................Meghan Quinn
570-320-4216 - mquinn@williamsport.org
Front Desk Receptionist..................................................Becky Steppe
570-326-1971 - bsteppe@williamsport.org

There’s been a fair amount of chatter lately with regards to the former Lycoming Mall property.  In the time of instant information (accurate or inaccurate or just
plain lies), it appears that a number of people have their thoughts on what should and shouldn’t be going there.  It always makes me smile when seeing and hearing
people express their opinions in circumstances like this.  For this one, the property has been in a steady decline for years.  If people wanted to  truly action their
ideas, they could have bought the property themselves to redevelop it.  Instead, we’ll sit back and play armchair quarterback and critique those who have
invested their own resources to undertake this project.

Yes, before you go any further, I completely understand that this redevelopment will have public funds associated with it.  To be clear though, the money from the
county is a loan payable in 5 years with interest.  It is not a grant.  There are grants from the state in the project.  Those who say we have a right to know what is
going in there are plain wrong in that thinking.  There are a number of companies here and all across Pennsylvania who receive some level of funding akin to what
is occurring with the former mall site.  None of those projects have a stipulation that requires them to share the full scope and details of their project.

Taxpayers and residents of any community have protections in place which are primarily provided through their local zoning.  This ensures that whatever type of
development occurs in a particular area, that it meets what is permitted in it.  I’ve heard that a number of people believe that there’s going to be low income
housing going into the site.  Let me be blunt in stating that this is one of the dumbest comments I’ve heard about what is going there.  Those who believe that,
think about it.  They spent roughly $15m to acquire the former Mall, Best Buy, Big Lots and Bush properties.  Their return on investment is not going to come from
low-income housing.  Also, do you think any retailer would be interested in a mixed-use development predicated on a low-income development adjacent to it?

The other item I read about in both the paper and northcentralpa.com was regarding the non-disclosure agreement (NDA).  This very common document in
business provides a business the ability to perform their due diligence without competitors finding out that they’re considering a particular property or market. 
This also serves other purposes like allowing them to not be solicited for services until they’re ready to engage in them for a project.  I personally like them
because it allows me to legitimately say that I can’t talk about anything because I’ve signed one.  For the FAMvest developers, the NDA is non-negotiable for them. 
They need to have them in place because the retail sector is still very highly competitive.  Any advantage a business can have in entering a new market they want
to maintain.  The last thing a retailer wants is for their new market announcement to be shared by someone besides them.  It’s all about messaging and they want
to control it to maintain their brand imaging.

I guess I need to stop referring to it as the former mall site as well given that they announced the new name, The District at Lycoming Valley.  Apparently, there’s
been a number of people that have shared their opinions on the name with some liking it and others hating on it.  All not surprising given the number of keyboard
warriors out there ready to share their opinions on anything and everything.  When I hear “District” in the name, I think of the Strip District in Pittsburgh.  In the
end, it’s just a name though.  The key to it all will be the retailers they’re able to secure in the coming months and years that choose to locate at The District at
Lycoming Valley.

Enough on that subject.  I’m going to finish my column this month on a personal note to recognize a few key people.  Back on Monday, December 16, 2013, I had
one of those life-changing occurrences.  While in Coudersport for a PA Wilds meeting, I had felt a slight tickling in my chest.  It was an odd feeling, one that caused
me to Google “heart attack symptoms”.  Nothing came up, but it continued to the point where I determined I needed to step away from the meeting to head to the
hospital.  Fortunately, I decided to pull into Cole Memorial instead of driving home that afternoon.  After being checked in and them running a couple of tests, I
remember being told that I was going to be flown to Geisinger Medical Center in Danville.  They loaded me in the helicopter for a 25 minute flight, of which I really
only remember about the last 10 minutes of it.  From there I was taken into a corridor and that was about all I can honestly say I remember until waking up from a
coma that Thursday.

I later learned from the surgeon performing the 8+ hour surgery that I had an aortic dissection.  That evening when I was alone and had my phone, I Googled aortic
dissection and I’ll freely admit I cried having learned that I was one of the fortunate few to survive one.  To say that I don’t appreciate the last 10 years I’ve been
given would be a gross understatement.  Yes, I’ve had bad days over that period, but that’s part of living and something I’ve been able to continue doing because
of Dr. Woods and the team at Geisinger.

Beyond the team at Geisinger, the support of my family was and continues to be most key.  My wife, kids, parents, brother and in-laws all helped me in getting
back to living a full and healthy life.  There have been many others along the way as well from co-workers and friends, too numerous to name them all here.  What I
can say is thank you to everyone for being there for me when it was most needed.  Happy Hanukkah, Merry Christmas and a most happy New Year!
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Upcoming PM Exchange

Journey Bank
Thursday, December 14, 2023

5:00-7:00pm
201 South Market St, South Williamsport

Journey Bank invites you to join them in their South Williamsport location for
the December PM Exchange. Let us be a part of your holiday journey during
this festive season. Journey Bank looks forward to celebrating this evening

with you!

MVR Vacation Rentals, Inc.
Cassie Blasz

64 Main Street
Wellsboro, PA 16901

(570) 948-1293
www.mvr-vr.com

Short-Term Rental

Penn State Wilkes-Barre – Continuing Education 
Penka Farina 

44 University Drive
Dallas, PA 18612
(570) 675-9102 

www.wilkesbarre.psu.edu/ce
Education

Pour Decisions Distillery 
Matt Sehenuk

1165 Mountain Road
Montoursville, PA 17754

(570) 944-7539
www.pourdecisionsdistillery.com
Breweries/Distilleries/Wineries 

AccentPDIR
Brenda Bergstrom
2564 Industry Lane

Norristown, PA 19403
(570) 290-9490

www.AccentPDIR.com
Wholesalers/Distributors

Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA
Holley Cyone

1770 E. Third Street
Williamsport, PA 17701

(717) 317-3259 
www.gshpa.org

Non-Profit Organization

Heritage Home Stays 
Lauren Davis

52 S. Main Street
Hughesville, PA 17737

(570) 441-2535
Short-Term Rental

Live Well Adjusted
Anthony DeWald

329 Pine Street, Suite 305
Williamsport, PA 17701

(570) 649-5252
www.livewelladjusted.now.site

Chiropractors

Welcome New Chamber Members!

From the staff at
your local Chamber

of Commerce!
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3 November PM Exchanges/Ribbon Cuttings

On November 9, Axe of Faith held a PM Exchange.
Members were treated to delicious food and
beverages while networking and getting the

opportunity to learn how to throw axes.

Congratulations to FASTSIGNS on their brand new
location at 66 Mall Parkway in Muncy. Go and check

out all that they have to offer!

Six West Settlements opened their Williamsport
office with a Ribbon Cutting at 201 Basin Street.

Congratulations and best of luck!

Jamerican Soul Food Restaurant cut the ribbon on
their location at  1164 West Fourth Street in

Williamsport. Keep an eye out for their delicious
food!
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November Ribbon Cuttings

Ciocca Hyundai held a Ribbon Cutting to unveil their
brand new showroom and offices at 202 Lycoming

Mall Drive in Muncy. Congratulations!

Miele Manufacturing has a great new space in Muncy
at 66 Mall Parkway that they showed off during their

Ribbon Cutting ceremony. 

Congratulations to Lanna Beauty Bar in Williamsport on
their Ribbon Cutting and Grand Opening celebration.

You can find them at 418 William Street!
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By ISABELLA BRIDY
ibridy@sungazette.com

The Williamsport Symphony Orchestra has been grac-
ing the community with music since 1915. This year for 
Christmas, they will be performing “A Broadway Holiday 
Celebration” at the Community Arts Center Dec. 8, 7:30 
p.m.

Founded by violinist E. Hart Bugbee in 1915, the or-
chestra endured through name changes and World War II. 
In 1947 after the war, it was picked up and directed by 
Osborne Housel before changing hands again to Dorothy 
Baumwoll and Dr. William Barrison. The two had creat-
ed the Susquehanna Valley Symphony Orchestra in 1964, 
and by 1984 both programs had merged and established as 
the Williamsport Symphony Orchestra under a man named 
Rolf Smedvig’s leadership.

The orchestra is currently “a non-profit organization 
governed by a board of directors. Hind Jabbour serves as 
the director of operations, Janet Harris as the director of 
development, and Gerardo Edelstein as the music director 
and Conductor” said Hind Jabbour.

The conductor, Gerardo Edelstein, is described by 
Jabbour as “a native of Argentina, has an extensive back-
ground conducting orchestras worldwide. He has been the 

music director and conductor of the Williamsport Sympho-
ny Orchestra for 14 seasons. With a commitment to mu-
sical diversity, Maestro Edelstein has led the orchestra to 
new artistic heights. In addition to his role with the WSO, 
he holds various positions at Pennsylvania State Universi-
ty and has conducted orchestras across the globe, earning 
praise for his charismatic and energetic performances.”

The orchestra itself is comprised of 80 semi-profes-
sional musicians with more than half being comprised of 
violins, violas, cellos, and double basses. Jabbour said the 
musicians “enjoy being challenged with big works, diver-
sity of composers, and a variety of styles.”

“The Broadway Holiday Celebration” will feature 
Leroy Anderson’s “Christmas Festival”, Stephen Bulla’s 
“Rhapsody for Hannukah”, Irving Berlin’s “White Christ-
mas Overture” arranged by Rob Byham, solos from Jennie 
Judd, Bebe Tabickman, Zack Krajnyak, and Jared Whit-
ford, and will close with “White Christmas” and “Have 
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas”.

“I am so happy to be collaborating with the WSO,” said 
Jared Whitford, creative and staging director and perform-
er for the show. “I am so excited to perform again on the 
CAC stage with Zack and Jennie, after we have all been 
out in the world working in the theater world, as well as 
welcoming extra special guest Bebe Tabickman. There is 

nothing more special [than] getting to work with Maestro 
Eldelstein on these incredible Broadway tunes making a 
special holiday celebration specially made for the William-
sport audiences.”

To learn more about the Williamsport Symphony Or-
chestra, visit their website at www.williamsportsymphony.
org or check them out on Facebook at Williamsport Sym-
phony Orchestra or on Instagram @williamsportsympho-
nyorchestra_.

For tickets to Williamsport Symphony Orchestra: A Jour-
ney Through Time and “A Broadway Holiday Celebration”, 
visit www.caclive.com.

Music of Williamsport Symphony Orchestra makes region special
SUN-GAZETTE FILE PHOTO

The Williamsport Symphony Orchestra performs at a 2019 concert.
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SMALL BUSINESS

THE AREA’S ONLY 
LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

ART SUPPLY STORE!
Come See What 

We Have to Offer!

1307 PARK AVE., WILLIAMSPORT
570-772-8101

makeartsupplies.com
Hours: Tuesday,Wenedsday & Thursday 11-5 Friday11-6 Saturday 10-2

THE AREA’S ONLY 
LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

ART SUPPLY STORE!
Come See What 

We Have to Offer!

1307 PARK AVE., WILLIAMSPORT
570-772-8101

makeartsupplies.com
Hours: Tuesday,Wenedsday & Thursday 11-5 Friday11-6 Saturday 10-2

Hours: Monday 11-4, Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday 11-5,
Friday 11-6, Saturday 10-2

THE AREA’S ONLY 
LOCALLY OWNED 
AND OPERATED 

ART SUPPLY STORE!
Come See What 

We Have to Offer!

1307 PARK AVE., WILLIAMSPORT
570-772-8101

makeartsupplies.com
Hours: Tuesday,Wenedsday & Thursday 11-5 Friday11-6 Saturday 10-2

75375

Evergreen is pleased
to announce

Todd Rishel joining the Evergreen Wealth Solutions team

www.EGWealth.com
570-601-6960

By SETH NOLAN
Sun-Gazette Correspondent

Although Purity Candy has changed 
hands a few times in its 117 years, the 
past is always a sweet piece of the pres-
ent.

Purity Candy is a manufacturing and 
retail business created by Ford G. Bir-
chard in 1907.

“Ford was a candy maker in Wil-
liamsport in the late 1800s and decided 
to strike out on his own,” said current 
owner John Burfeindt Jr. “After going 
to a bunch of places — down south and 
then Eagles Mere — he found a place in 
Lewisburg in 1907.”

Burfeindt’s family bought the compa-
ny nearly 35 years ago. John has been 
the head candy maker for 32 of those 
years and bought the company with his 
wife about three years ago.

“My parents bought this store when I 
was a senior in high school,” Burfeindt 
said. “When they bought it they had zero 
experience in candy. My mother had a 
small shop selling fabrics and clothes on 
Long Island, but that was about the ex-
tent of it.”

Within the first four years, the Bur-
feindts began growing the business out 
of its flagship store on Market Street, 
in Lewisburg, and realized they needed 
a larger manufacturing spot. They built 
the factory in Allenwood and put a store 
in front of it. Today, both locations still 
exist.

Since 1907, regardless of who owned 
the company, Purity Candy has been a 
family business.

“Although it’s not our family that 
owned it for 117 years, when I started 
working here I started with Arlene Zei-
ber,” Burfeindt said.

Arlene and her Husband George 
“Buck” Zeiber met at Purity Candy 
when they were teenagers and ended up 
buying the business. “When they sold it, 

Arlene kept working there,” Burfeindt 
said.

“Usually you start as an apprentice 
doing a little more each day,” Burfeindt 
said. “Arlene and Buck pushed me here 
and pushed me there … they let me learn 
from my mistakes and Arlene ended up 
working at Purity for 75 years.”

Arlene and Buck Zeiber worked with 
the original owner’s son and the origi-
nal owner would come in and help out, 
drawing a clear family connection that 
spans over a century.

“Those candy making methods passed 
through generations like Arlene and 
Buck and then onto us,” Burfeindt said. 
“It seemed like there was always this 
connection to the past as if that’s exactly 
how Pap (Birchard) would do it or his son 
Roy.”

Today, both locations consist of 25 
employees. Many family members and 
legacy employees still work crucial or 
seasonal roles in the business.

Purity Candy a family effort

PHOTO PROVIDED
The crew at Purity Candy finishes hard candy curls — a 115-year-old 
version of ribbon candy — in this photo from the company’s social 
media.

(See PURITY, Page 8)
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“My mother still works 
here doing orders,” Bur-
feindt said. “My sister is 
the general manager of the 
company and the manager 
of the retail store in Lewis-
burg. My wife, who works 
another job, helps me with 
the books and other things. 
My nieces and nephews 
come in and help on Satur-
day’s. My son was just in 
from Vermont helping.”

Just like his parents and 
the owners before him, 
Burfeindt is surrounded by 
help from family, especial-
ly during the holidays.

“I used to come home 
and help around this time 
too,” he said. “Everyone 
likes the holidays. It’s hec-
tic, but it’s a fun time of 
year here.”

The head candymaker 
said among all of its var-
ious products, the choco-
late covered pretzels, car-
amels, and peanut butter 
smoothies are the most 
popular.

“If you come to the 
store in Allenwood, you 
can see all of it being 
made through the obser-
vation window into the 
manufacturing spot,” he 
said. “These are products 
that are handmade by peo-
ple who live around your 
town and you can come 
and watch it being made. 
It’s a unique experience 
and the people of Lewis-
burg have known this for a 
long time.”

(From Page 7)

Purity 
Candy 
a family 
effortBy MARK MARONEY

mmaroney@sungazette.com

There is passion in the voice of Nicole Miele 
when she refers to the family-owned Miele Group.

It is a genuine tone of expression of love of what 
being a leader in the fourth-generation business 
does for her each day.

Headquartered at 66 Mall Parkway, Muncy 
Township, Nicole can be found at the modern fa-
cility, site of the former Gander Mountain.

Today, the facility consists of a 66,000 square 
foot, state-of-the-art manufacturing and operations 
center - with an environmentally-conscious power 
source - solar panels affixed to the roof.

“Our roof is solar,” Nicole said, adding, “We’re 
off the grid.”

Miele Group, overall, is an amalgamation of 
several enterprises.

It consists of Miele Manufacturing, Miele 
Amusements, Fastsigns, Virginia Amusements, 
Skillco Gaming, Miele Development, and their 
charitable foundation  - Angelina’s Song.

Tradition is what first comes to mind with this 
family-owned enterprise.

Established in 1935, today the Miele Group 
leadership team consists of Lou Miele, president 
of Miele Manufacturing and the third-generation 
operator of Miele Amusements.

With nearly three decades in the industry, Lou 
Miele is an innovator.

Lou began his manufacturing career after de-
signing and manufacturing jukebox conversion kits 
for TouchTunes. These kits were built to convert a 
standard CD jukebox into a digitally downloading 
jukebox using the same cabinet. 

He also helped bring Pace-O-Matic’s products 
to the market by distributing and manufacturing 
Pennsylvania Skill games.

Nicole, meanwhile, joined Miele Manufactur-
ing in 2010.

Nicole joined Lou to help with the family busi-
ness after having a 15-year career in radio advertis-
ing sales and management.

Nicole began managing Fastsigns, of William-
sport, and has since brought her public relations, 
marketing, and advertising expertise to Miele Man-
ufacturing and the rest of Miele Group.

Other team members include: Bob Hager, CFO, 
Jeff Millay, Director of Sales and Service for Miele 

Fourth-generation business committed to community

(See FOURTH-GENERATION, Page 9)

SUN-GAZETTE FILE PHOTO 
Nicole Miele, public relations, right, and Louis Miele, president of Miele Manufacturing, 
right, at Miele Manufacturing in Muncy Township.

Manufacturing; Brent Peace, General Manager of 
Miele Manufacturing, Ed Pinkerton, Sales Man-
ager Miele Manufacturing, Mark Stiller, Regional 
Sales Manager for Miele Amusements. 

Pennsylvania Pride
Most of the products that are used in the manu-

facturing of skill games are made in the Keystone 
State.

“We are extremely proud that many of the parts 
to make the machines are sourced from Pennsyl-
vania companies,” Nicole said.

For example, the wood is from Lancaster 
County, Tioga Container provides the boxes and 
Miele gets critical materials made at Radiant Steel 
in Williamsport.

The income generated by skill games also cre-
ates jobs and the revenue is used by locations that 
have skill games to pay bills, boost wages, pay 
for health care, make business updates, provide 
charitable donations, and more.

This revenue provides a huge contribution 
to the economy, by bolstering small businesses, 
assisting fraternal organizations, helping fund 
critical needs for volunteer fire companies and 
supporting the financial needs of veterans groups 
throughout Pennsylvania.

Because of this contribution to the economy, 
skill game supporters have the backing of the 
area’s state lawmakers to regulate and tax skill 
games which would benefit the state’s residents 
and would generate millions of extra tax dollars 

for the commonwealth. 
Miele Amusements, begun in 1935 by Lou’s 

grandfather, supplies jukeboxes, pool tables, dart 
boards and automatic teller machines to busi-
nesses like restaurants, bars and fraternal clubs at 
hundreds of locations throughout Pennsylvania, 
Nicole added.  “It’s incredible to believe that now 
the 4th generation is coming up in the business!  I 
can’t wait to see how they put fresh eyes on the 
business and take it to the next level!” said Nicole.  

Signs and graphics
Another component of Miele Group is Fast-

signs, which opened in 2010, and is a locally 
owned franchise. FASTSIGNS began by printing 
graphics for Miele Manufacturing, then opened 
their store to provide other companies within a 
60-mile radius signage and graphics.

Charitable Giving 
Clearly, one of the best aspects of the Miele 

Group is how the company and its employees 
help to improve lives and make a difference in the 
communities they serve.  For example, revenue 
generated by the skill games is used as part of the 
nonprofit Pennsylvania Skill Charitable Giving.

Nicole is the director of Pennsylvania Skill’s 
Charitable Giving. These donated funds are grant-
ed to all kinds of Pennsylvania non-profits, like 
volunteer fire companies, community organiza-
tions and veterans groups, she said. On any given 
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The Williamsport Home invites you to our

Woodland Vista 
P E R S O N A L  C A R E  S U I T E S

OPEN HOUSE
and ribbon cutting ceremony

1900 Ravine Road - Williamsport, PA
Phone: 570-323-8781 Website: thewilliamsporthome.com

Refreshments
will be served.
Tours will be

available.

Tuesday, December 12
4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

The Woodland Vista Personal Care Suites are designed for seniors who
would like to live on their own, but may require assistance with daily tasks.
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Start the conversation today! 
570.601.8351

P E R S O N A L  C A R E

MoreAnd so much 

Smiles for Mom.Smiles for Mom.
More

Start the conversation today! Start the conversation today! 

Smiles for Mom.Smiles for Mom.Smiles for Mom.
The reasons for mom’s smile: A staff 
that treats her like family. Delicious 
meals and attention to nutritional 
needs. Engaging ways to stay strong. The 
support she needs and so much more.

www.psl.org/more
810 Louisa Street | Williamsport, PA810 Louisa Street | Williamsport, PA810 Louisa Street | Williamsport, PA

Presbyterian Home

Scan To Learn More

Fourth-generation business 
committed to community
(From Page 8)
month, the Miele’s and their team can be seen 
out and about Pennsylvania communities 
proudly raising the big checks - made possi-
ble by the revenue from the skill games. 

Additionally, Nicole is the president of 
Angelina’s Song. This will tug at anyone’s 
heart.  Founded by Lou and Nicole in 2017 in 
memory of Angelina Miele, who succumbed 
at age 11 to cancer, the Miele’s raise funding 
for music therapy programs.

“Angelina loved music,” Nicole said.  The 
charity allows children in hospitals through-
out the United States to have access to mu-
sic and music therapies, she said. “Music is 
such a powerful tool in helping children cope 
with the uncertainty of being in the hospital 
and the discomfort of treatments and proce-
dures they need to endure”. Music can lower 
heartrates in premature and newborn babies, 
can be used as a distraction during painful 

procedures in which very often the amount 
of medicine needed can be lessened. Music 
therapy is used to regain speech after brain 
traumas, and playing instruments is often 
used as physical therapy to motivate patients 
to achieve physical goals and milestones. 

Using music-delivery devices such as 
jukeboxes, donated by TouchTunes, the chil-
dren can hear music of their choice while they 
undergo therapy and treatment at medical fa-
cilities such as the Janet Weis Children’s Hos-
pital at Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, 
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia and 
UPMC Pittsburgh, and their newest jukebox 
installation location, Children’s Minnesota.

“It is a charity that we feel strongly about 
and it is truly our “therapy”.  Helping children 
in Angelina’s memory helps us to deal with 
the pain of losing her,” Nicole said. For those 
who want to contribute to Angelina’s Song, 
you can visit the website angelinassong.org
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Pie Day 5K Run/Walk
Thank you to the 730 participants in this year’s annual Pie Day 5K Run/Walk. We would also like to

thank all of our sponsors for this year:

Presenting Sponsors - Geisinger and BMW

Pecan Pie Sponsor - EQT

Apple Pie Sponsors - Cheryle & Jim Fink, Quality Collision, UPMC, Young Men’s Republican Club

Sweet Potato Pie Sponsors - Christine Sauers, David Tanney, Hutchinson, Journey Bank,
Keystone Bingo, Mark’s Outfitters, Miele Amusements, Red Dog Mobile Storage
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Stay up to date on Lycoming County events through our Facebook page.
2023 IMPACT ADVERTISING • 23LCVB-EFC-CHAMBERCONNECTION-SANTAEXPRESS-THANKYOU-B

102 WEST 4  ST. • WILLIAMSPORT, PA • 570-327-7700 • 800-358-9900TH

Excursion Sponsor:

Dining Car Sponsors:

Car Sponsors:

Gaetano
Family

THANK YOU
to all of our Santa Express Sponsors & Partners!

Presenting Sponsor:

THE SANTA EXPRESS TRAIN EXCURSIONS ARE BROUGHT TO 
YOU BY: The Williamsport/Lycoming Chamber of Commerce
in partnership with SEDA-COG Joint Rail Authority, Norfolk
Southern, Lycoming Valley Railroad and Penn Valley Railroad.

local business. local s
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Leadership Lycoming Holds History and the Arts Program Day

The Leadership Lycoming Class of 2024 had their second Program Day; History and the Arts, beginning at the Community Theatre
League. Hosts Adam Dincher, Class of 2021, and Michael McCullen, Class of 2022, welcomed the class and gave a little background of
themselves before introducing the first presentation and tour of the Community Theatre League by Andree Phillips, Founder/Board Chair
and Seth Sponhouse Executive Artistic Director. The class was then picked up via Trolley provided by River Valley Transit, for a
Millionaires’ Row Tour, by Gina Edwards. The next stop was the Thomas T. Taber Museum, where Gary Parks, Executive Director and Scott
Sager, Curator of Collections, led the class on a tour through the museum. The final stop of the morning was at The Peter Herdic House,
where the class enjoyed lunch prepared by Chef Liz Miele. 

The afternoon continued with a presentation of the James V. Brown Library by Amy Resh, Executive Director, and Dana Brigandi,
Development Director.  

The class ended the day with a fun leadership project at Wine and Design, by Stefanie Allison, Owner.

Thank you to our Tier 3 Sponsor, James V. Brown Library and Tier 2 Sponsor, Wine and Design. Thank you to the Leadership Lycoming
2024 Annual Sponsors, UPMC and North Central Sight Services. Thank you to the day’s hosts Adam Dincher and Michael McCullen.
Special thank you to River Valley Transit for our transportation for the Millionaire’s Row Tour. Also, thanks to Robbie Wendeborn, Bald
Birds Brewing Company and Nichole Frye, UPMC. 
 

Suzanne Glisan, Hope Enterprises, LLC,
at the Community Theatre League

Wine and Design
Project
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First Year Renewals
Concepts Design Group
 The Shoppe On Broad

Members 2 - 5 Years 
Beagle Media, LLC

Chance Aluminum Corporation
First Commonwealth Bank
H2 Health of Williamsport

Jolinda Chamberlain State Farm Agency
KVS Computers

Martina Guerra Goldsmith, LLC
One Focus Property Management

The Barn @ Pine Creek

Upcoming Member Events

Ribbon Cutting: The Williamsport Home
Woodland Vista Personal Care Suites

Tuesday, December 12,2023
Ribbon Cutting - 4:30pm
Open House from 4-6pm

1900 Ravine Road, Williamsport
Refreshments will be served and tours will be offered.

Montoursville Chamber of Commerce Winter Mixer
Twin Meadows Farm

361 Mountain Road, Montoursville
Tuesday, January 30, 2024

5-7pm
Free to attend, but please register.

Members 6 - 10 Years 
Accent Lighting Productions

Camp Susque
CleanSlate Centers
Crystal Lake Camps

Echo Flooring Gallery
Hepburn Township Supervisors

Lindsay & Hager Accountants
Marcellus Shale Coalition

Wheeland Lumber Co., Inc.

Members 11 - 15 Years
Cummins Sales & Service

ECM Realty Management, Inc.
EQT Corporation

Holiday Inn Express (Chartwell Hotels)
Keystone Communications

LB Water
MoJo Active

Member 30 Years
Red Lobster

Member Renewals
October 30 through November 30
Thank you....you are appreciated!

Lycoming County Visitors Bureau Announces 2024 Travel and
Tourism Application Deadline

The Lycoming County Visitors Bureau is pleased to announce the
Lycoming County Travel and Tourism Grants program is now open. 

Grant applications are available December 1 and are due to the
Lycoming County Visitors Bureau by 11:59pm on January 15, 2024.

Funding is to assist with non-profit organizations in their travel and
tourism related activities and is to be used for underwriting the

expense of promotional and publicity initiatives by those assets for
the purpose of increasing tourism within Lycoming County.  Awards
are granted on a competitive basis.  Grant funding is limited to non-
profit organizations and preference will be given to the assets that
demonstrate the ability to attract patrons from outside Lycoming

County.  

Organizations meeting the criteria for the grant are strongly
encouraged to apply for this funding.  Applications and guidelines

may be obtained by going to the Visitors Bureau website,
www.visitlycomingcountypa.com, or the Chamber’s website,

www.williamsport.org.  They can also be obtained by calling the
Chamber at 570-326-1971.

Since 2000, the Lycoming County Visitors Bureau has granted out
through this program over $1.7 million to 55 non-profit organizations

conducting travel and tourism related events and activities here in
Lycoming County.
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